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We acknowledge and respect Victorian Traditional Owners
as the original custodians of Victoria’s land and waters,
their unigue ability to care for Country and deep spiritual
connection to it.

We honour Elders past and present whose knowledge
and wisdom has ensured the continuation of culture and
traditional practices.

DEECA is committed to genuinely partnering with
Victorian Traditional Owners and Victoria’s Aboriginal
community to progress their aspirations.
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The Victorian Waterway Management Strategy (VWMS) provides
a single policy framework Victoria’s rivers, wetlands, estuaries and
their floodplains.

It guides how waterway managers, in partnership with their
regional and rural communities, balance the uses and values of
waterways in their regional waterway strategies.

Implementation of the VWMS and regional waterway strategies is
primarily via environmental contribution funding and leveraging
regional partnerships -with Traditional Owners, community,
landholders and agencies.

The last Victorian Waterway Management Strategy was released
in 2013.
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Improving Our Waterways

Victorlan Waterway Management Strategy




Where are we at?

. Public consultation - Developing drafts in Public engagement VWMS approved and
Independent Review of 2013 . . . .
) i Discussion Starter consultation with partners on draft strategy released
Strategy and My Victorian
July 2023 and key stakeholders (TBC) (TBC)
Waterway Survey |
We are here

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Background work and Initial engagement with Policy and strategy Preparing final strategy in
project establishment key partners and development, in liaison with liaison with partners and key
stakeholders partners and key stakeholders stakeholders
(TBC)
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Other relevant legislation,
strategies and plans

Climate change Act 2017
Marine and Coastal Act 2018
Planning and Environment
Act 1987

Catchment and Land Environment Protection Act 2017

Protection Act 1994 Lotz s i)

Flora and Founa Guarantee Act
1988 (Vic)

Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act
1989 (Cth)

Legislation

Water for Victoria

Water is Life: Traditional Owner

Victorian Waterway Access to Water Roadmap

Management Strategy

Protecting Victoria's
Environment - Biodiversity 2037

Victorian Floodplain
Management Strategy

Water is Life
Traditional Owner Access

Climate Change framework? toWater Roadmap

Statewide Policy and Strategy

g\ Regional floodplain

c management strategies

g Regional catchment Regional waterway —_— bi o

z strategies - strategies ustainable water strategies
? Murray-Darling Basin plan

o

8‘ Country plans

[+3 Climate adaptation strategies
o Waterway-specific plans

£ 3 e.g. Corner Inlet Water Quality
= . Environmental

H Ramsar site Improvement Plan

2] management LTS Other sub-plans

& plans management Traditional Owner-led plans
-] lans

8 2 Integrated water

a

management plans
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Drafting the Third Victorian Watequ{%\ 0\

A

Management Strategy

Key themes heard from Discussion Starter public consultation in 2023

* |Impacts from current/past land use on riverbanks,
riparian vegetation, water quality and flows

 Climate change adaptation and mitigation in
waterway management

« Wetland protection and restoration, including on
private land

e Community and landholder stewardship and
education

* Importance of flows/environmental water, including
on floodplains for improved health

* Importance of recreational use contributing to
community wellbeing

Discussion Starter

Developing the new Victorian Waterway Management Strategy
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The proposed Third Victorian Waterway
Management Strategy

Waterways make up only a small proportion of the Victorian landscape and yet their overall
significance to the economy, ecology, culture and the social fabric of Victoria is immense.

* Values of Victoria’s waterways:

* have been cared for by Traditional Owners for countless generations as part of Country, maintaining the
health and flow of water, and sustaining connections to place, each other, animals and culture.

* have always been important for place-making
* are used for recreational purposes
* provide safe drinking water and support agricultural production

* support unique native flora and fauna communities

* Virtually all the values that waterways provide to the community are reliant to some extent on
environmental condition, which is degrading.

« We have learnt we can achieve improvements in waterway condition in highly modified landscapes
through active management, localised and consistent effort, and regulating new development to
minimise future impacts OFEICIAL-Sensitive



Waterway values
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Climate change

* changes to stream flow pattens and rainfall intensity
* increased frequency of algal blooms and fish deaths
* increasing periods of estuary mouth closures

* high intensity bushfire and larger floods

Population change

* managing waterways to support multiple community
expectations, aspirations and values

* ensure waterways have appropriate amenities
* stormwater management

* changing nature of farming resulting in increased threats to
waterway habitats
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Management Strategy outline

The new VWMS will include the following:
» Strategy framework and context
« Management approach

* Traditional Owners cultural and ancestral rights in
waterway management

« Waterway management issues
 Urban waterways
« Communities value, connect and enjoy waterways

* Delivering the Strategy

Policies and actions are throughout the document
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Outcomes framework

* Provides a transparent approach to monitoring and reporting our
progress

 Developed in line with the Victorian Government’s outcomes approach
architecture

Qur Architecture

* Qutlines the hierarchical relationship between:

e Domains
e Cultural outcomes | usasumne | Sireome moicHToRS
« Long-term outcomes s

Indicators and measures

OUTPUTS

MEASURING
ACTIVITIES % DELIVERY

INPUTS
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Proposed Victorian Waterw

Outcomes Framework

Outcomes Outcomes
« Traditional Owners' cultural governance is embedded in « Waterway ecosystems are diverse, functioning and
connected

waterway management
Traditional management practices and knowledge
systems are in place and implemented

Waterway ecosystems are valued in their own right

Waterway resilience improved, where feasible
Traditional Owner Country plans and management Significant waterway-dependent species and habitats
strategies are realised and integrated into waterway are protected through strategic interventions and/or

management permanent protection
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« Appropriate urban planning ensures waterways contribute to + Adaptation is embedded in waterway planning and management
and is used to manage uncertainty and build resilience

liveable cities and towns

Balanced uses of waterways minimise risks to waterway values Climate change impacts are understood and planned for

Waterways host a diverse range of recreation and tourism Waterway management is evidence based - utilising scientific
experiences that are strategically planned, safe and sustainable (western and traditional), social and economic knowledge
Victorians are actively engaged, informed and empowered as Waterway management is strategically funded and resourced to
waterway stewards effectively manage current and future challenges

Waterways are cared for within sustainable and productive

Waterway management is integrated, collaborative and inclusive
landscapes Appropriate knowledge, skills and capacity are applied to manage
current and future waterway challenges
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Proposed management appl;odcvzh\?“

 Continues to balance the uses and values of waterways to meet
community needs.

* Builds on strong foundations — our CMAs, regional delivery
model, regional partnerships, strong on ground delivery and
technical expertise

« Where we undertake active management we can achieve
outcomes - need to better define priority areas for action
through regional strategies

« Embed adaptation approaches — in response to climate change
and extreme events, population growth and other challenges

« Stronger focus on urban waterway management - stormwater
management and waterway amenity

 Enable Traditional Owners, their knowledge, aspirations, values
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Proposed VWMS adaptive strategies: improved resilience
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Resilience — will be impacted but has the capacity to recover to its previous state.



Proposed VWMS adaptive strategies: transition to new values
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Transition — will be impacted but will not recover to its previous state and could change in structure or composition.



Proposed VWMS adaptive strategies: transformation to new values
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Transformation — values will be impacted where a step change or tipping point is reached and will
not recover to its previous state. This may result in new values and new management objectives.



Proposed Regional decision making — applying
a climate change lens

Victorian
Waterway
Management
Strategy

Regional
Waterway
Strategy

Adaptation pathways for transition or transformation

Seasonally adaptive approach



Proposed next steps

Public
consultation on
the draft Strategy

Approval Final strategy
processes 2026

Subject to government
approvals
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For further info

Project email address:

ORIA | Enerov,
State Enwror‘ument .
Government | and Climate Action
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mailto:Vic.WaterwayStrategy@deeca.vic.gov.au
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